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TheHeads Up!

The Heads Up
The name of 
our newsletter 
was chosen 
as a play on 
words…not 
only will it 
give you, our 
parishioners, 
information on what’s going 
on in our parish, and so give 
you a “heads up”…but it was 
also chosen from the legend 
that has been told about the 
death of St. Denis, who was 
beheaded but then is said to 
have carried his head for quite 
some distance to a village 
northeast of Montmartre…so 
it can be said St. Denis kept 
his “head up” for quite a while, 
even after he lost it!!   v
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Coming in January...
Join us for a 7-part series on The Mass, with study 
materials from Bishop Barron and the Word on Fire 
Institute. Each 1-1/4 hour session will deepen your 
understanding and appreciation of the summit and 
source of our faith – the Mass. Sign up in the foyer in 
December.  v

Wishing everyone a blessed 
and joyous Christmas!
— Fr. Juan & Staff

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve
4:00pm and 7:00pm
Christmas Day
8:00am and 10:15am

v v v v v v v v v v v v

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

There is a common saying that reads: “God works in mysterious ways.” As 
I see my own life’s journey and the wonderful God-filled-moments in my 
personal story, I can certainly say that I am a true believer that God works in 
mysterious ways. 

It is been a few months since I came to St. Denis Parish. I would have never 
come to imagine what God had in mind when he called me six years ago 
to leave my home country, Colombia, to come to serve at the Diocese of 
Worcester. I know it was already part of God’s plan to bring me to St. Denis. 
Day after day I have felt the cares of our heavenly Father through you, the 
people of Douglas, and the members of the parish. In these few months I have 
shared in your joys and sorrows, in your victories and struggles… I’ve had the 
great joy to share my faith with you and to grow with you as a disciple and as a 
priest… your priest. Certainly, things have turned out to be not as I imagined, 
though… it has been much better. 

Reflecting upon those mysterious ways of God, I thank God for the many 
blessings He has bestowed on me by calling me to this beautiful life and 
ministry and for bringing me to St. Denis parish. I pray to the Lord so that 
together, with you and your families, we continue fulfilling our mission to “go 
make disciples.”

With great joy I join the pastoral council, the parish staff and the 
communications ministry in presenting to you the first edition of our 
newsletter The Heads Up! In it, you will see how clearly God, in the midst 
of this community, works in mysterious ways by giving us the gift of one 
another. Have a blessed and merry Christmas. 

Love you all, 

Fr. Juan Escudero
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Farewell, Father Ernie!   
In late June we said a 
fond goodbye to Father 
Ernie Allega, our 
pastor for the past 6 
years. Father Ernie 
retired from over 42 
years as an active 
priest. We wish him well!

Adult Faith Formation - Campfire   
Our monthly gathering was moved 
outside in August to the Mary grotto 
across the street from the Rectory. 
Everyone enjoyed a lively discussion 
on the early history of the Church, 
accompanied by toasted smores!

Blessing of the Animals   
Father Juan held a special ceremony 
outside the church on Saturday, 
Oct. 7th in honor of the Feast Day 
of St. Francis of Assisi (Oct. 4th). 
Parishioners were invited to bring 
their pets to receive a blessing.

Students Make and Pray the Rosary   
October is the Month of Mary! After 
learning about the Rosary and making 
their own with beads, our 4th grade 
faith formation students prayed the 
Rosary in the church with Father Juan.  

Parish Update

 St. Denis  
 Catholic  
 Women’s  
 Council 
Celebrates 100 Years 
of Service   1918 – 2018 
Founded on November 24, 1918 
at the outbreak of World War I, 
women of our parish joined 
the war effort by knitting 
for our men in the military 
service. Their work on other 
patriotic and charitable causes 
continued through the 1930s 
and 1940s, supporting service 
men and women with prayers 
and letters of encouragement. 
In 1951, the first by-laws and 
constitution were adopted. 
Today, the CWC still actively 
works to meet parish and 
community needs.

On November 11th, the CWC 
participated in a special 
Mass to celebrate their 100th 
anniversary and to honor our 
Veterans. A banquet at Village 
Haven followed the Mass, 
and current members were 
recognized for their years of 
service, many of whom have 
been active participants for 
over 60 years.

If you are interested in 
learning more about the CWC 
or how to become a member, 
visit our website at www.
SaintDenisChurch.com /
catholic-womens-council.  v

Mass of 
Remembrance   
On Nov. 16th 
we held a 
special Mass to 
remember all 
of the faithful 
parishioners 
who had 

passed over the last year. A candle 
was lit by each family; more than 30 
lit candles brightened the service. The 
side chapel was set up as a special 
place to pray for all of our departed 
loved ones during the month of 
November.

Holiday Fair   
Our annual fair was 
held on Nov. 3rd. 
Despite the pouring 
rain, the turnout was 
excellent and there 
was a wide selection of 
handmade crafts, gifts 
and raffles to choose 
from. A delicious luncheon was served, 
and kids had fun getting their faces 
painted and playing games.

Community Event -  
“Jokes My Irish Father 
Told Me”   
In October we held a 
fun-filled evening of 
Irish humor and food 
at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Whitinsville. Watch 
the bulletin – we plan to have more 
events to build community and 
strengthen our parish bonds.

Environmental Stewardship   
Pope Francis’ “Laudato 
Si” gave rise to the 
Diocesan ministry that 
focuses on preserving 
our fragile planet by 
reducing our carbon 
footprint, recycling, 

and conserving resources. Gail Hickey 
will be leading this new ministry – 
watch for more information soon 
about meetings and initiatives. v
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LENT
Fast  •  Give  •  Pray

Ash Wednesday - March 6th 
8:00am, 4:00pm (Liturgy), 7:00pm  

Weekday Masses - M, T & F - 8:00am  

Pray the Rosary - Tuesdays - 7:00pm 

Gospel Exploration - Tuesdays 6:00-
7:15pm  Join us in the Gathering Room 
for a multimedia journey through the 
Sunday readings as we explore the 
history, art, music and message of the 
Lenten season. A fine selection of teas 
and cookies will be served.

Lenten Mission - April 1, 2 & 3 - 7:00pm  
Programs include guest speakers - 
watch the website for more details.

Stations of the Cross - Fridays - 7:00pm  
Living Stations of the Cross - Mar. 22 
7:30pm 
5th Grade Stations - Mar. 29

Holy Hour Exposition/Benediction - 
Sundays - 11:30am in the Church

Confessions 
Tuesdays (Lent only) 7:00-7:45pm 
Saturdays 3:00-3:45pm, or by 
appointment

Palm Sunday -  
April 13th & 14th   
The Passion of 
Our Lord will be 
presented by 
members of the 
parish at the 
4:00pm and 
10:15am Masses. 
This 
presentation 
brings the 
Gospel to life in a powerful way. Please 
watch the bulletin for opportunities on 
how parishioners can get involved in 
this presentation as we approach this 
date.

HOLY WEEK
Seder Supper - Wed. April 17th 
6:30pm - Sign Up Required

Holy Thursday - April 18th  
Morning Prayer - 8:00am 
Mass - 7:00pm 

Good Friday - April 19th 
Morning Prayer - 8:00am 
Stations of the Cross at the 
Cemetery - 10:00am 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion - 7:00pm

Holy Saturday - April 20th 
Morning Prayer - 8:00am 
Blessing of Easter Food Baskets - 
10:00am 
Easter Vigil Mass - 8:00pm NOTE -  
NO 4:00PM MASS THIS DAY.

Easter Sunday - April 21st 
Masses 7:00am, 10:15am  
Egg Hunt following 10:15am Mass - 
children Pre-K to Grade 3 invited.  v

Celebrating the Sacraments

For full details, visit www.SaintDenisChurch.com/lenten-schedule

Ryan Stickney receives the Sacrament of 
Confirmation from the Bishop during Mass at 
the Cathedral. 

The sacramental life of our parish has 
been a fruitful one in 2018, thanks 
be to God!  We continued to “make 
new disciples” (MT 28:19) through the 
Sacrament of Baptism, welcoming 12 
new infant members into our faith 
and our parish. We were also blessed 
with an adult baptism when Jim 
Perrotti, after completing our RCIA 
program, was baptized at the Easter 
Vigil. Jim also received the Sacraments 
of Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion on the same night, thus 
fully initiating him into our faith, and 
making the Easter Vigil truly special! 
In April, 31 of our children joined us 
at the Table of the Lord by receiving 
their First Holy Communion. Finally, 

in November, 27 of our young adults 
received a special outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit as they received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
from Bishop McManus at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in Worcester.  

While we did not celebrate the 
Sacrament of Marriage in the 
parish this year, we did perform one 
Convalidation. Convalidation is the 
process by which couples who are 
civilly married can have their marriage 
validated in the Church, and so be 
recognized as a sacramental union by 
the Church.

The Sacraments of the Church provide 
us with God’s grace to strengthen us 

in our lives, and are available to all 
who desire them, whether you are 
a child or an adult. Please call the 
rectory to discuss your interest in 
any Sacrament. We will be more than 
happy to help!  v
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Increasing Our Online Presence
Have you visited our website lately? There are new things to 
see every week!  
www.SaintDenisChurch.com

Online Giving – learn how to make one-time or recurring 
donations in lieu of offertory envelopes, or how to donate to 
a variety of parish ministries and funds.

Flocknote – Register today to receive emails and/or texts. 
Click the Flocknote button on our home page to learn more. 

Social Media – Like us on Facebook and follow us on 
Instagram; engage in the conversation!   v

Meet Our 
New Priest... 
Father Juan
Father Juan 
Escudero is 
from Colombia, 

and has been with us since 
July. Previously at St. Mary’s in 
Shrewsbury, Father Juan has 
been an ordained priest for over 
3 years, has jumped into life here 
at St. Denis with both feet, and 
has hit the ground running! If 
you haven’t already met him, stop 
and say hello after Mass.  v

Dinner 
with 
Father
Call the rectory 
to reserve your 
place at his 
table on the 
first Monday 
evening of the 
month.  v
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                              Go Green 
                              for God’s         
                            Earth!
                     Register to receive 
our newsletter by email instead 
of printed and mailed on paper! 
Visit www.SaintDenisChurch.
com/Newsletter and join the 
Flocknote Newsletter group. 
Getting the electronic copy (a 
PDF) will save trees AND parish 
money!  v
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